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Research Questions:
• What was the cause of the Delhi riots in 
2020, and what happened during them?
• How did Hindu-Muslim conflict in India 
begin, and how has it progressed over 
time?
• How can religions that teach non-
violence have such heated conflict?
Conclusions: the bigger picture: Though a major aspect of Hinduism is 
ahimsa, or non-violence, and Islam also admonishes violence, there is often religious 
conflict in any area that has people of more than one religion. There is an underlying 
tension between Muslims and Hindus that goes further than just differences in beliefs.
Early Hindu-Muslim Conflict
Conflict between these two religious 
groups dates back as far as the 18th
century, and has occurred all throughout 
the following centuries (Kausar 354).
In 2002, a riot occurred when Hindus 
harassed Muslims on a train, and the 
Muslims fought back by setting a fire. 58 
people, a majority being Muslim, died. The 
riots in the following days lead to 
thousands of deaths (Kabir 396).  
The 2020 Delhi Riots:
- These riots began with peaceful protests 
against the Citizens Amendment Act of 
2019, an act that makes it easier for 
foreign born religious minorities except 
Muslims to become citizens (Saaliq 13). 
- On February 23, 2020, a group of Hindus 
attacked Muslim protesters. 
- There were 53 deaths and over 200 
injuries. Similarly to the 2002 riots, a large 
proportion of the deaths were Muslim 
(Chitalkar). 
- Muslims felt unprotected by police forces, 
and reported that the Prime Minister was 
not quick to act and did not denounce the 
violence (Saaliq 13). 
- The riots included burning shops, 
destroying buildings and homes with 
bricks, stabbing and shooting (Saaliq 14).
- Many people believe that this was not 
necessarily a riot, but instead a pogrom, 
which is a state-supported and planned 
killing of one group of people (Chitalkar). 
Why so much conflict? 
There is a relationship between violence and 
income in India. Muslims are generally poorer 
than Hindus in India, and disproportionately 
suffer death in riots (Mitra). Segregation, both 
physically and economically, leads to tension 
between these two groups. 
Hindus think of cows as sacred, while Muslims 
do not share that same belief. There are often 
issues when Muslims transport and eat beef, that 
may result in police involvement (Kabir 404). 
